you. She has acted up to her convictions. If you had acted up-to
yours instead of playing down to hers, you would not now be
snivelling there about being a failure. Christine's mind is narrow
and her ideal is mean; but such as it is, she has realized it. Your
ideal is nobler; but you have never realized it—never even known
what it is—only felt it as a vague rebellion against the golden
calf you have set up in its place. That is why she is a success, and
you a failure; though I will say, to console you, that your failure
is more akin to salvation than her success."
"It is my failure that has made her success," said Krogstad,
bitterly. "What would she be without me? A governess, not
worth twopence."
."That is the worst of marriage, Krogstad: it always either
sacrifices one of the couple to the other or ruins both. Torvald
was a success as long as I remained a failure. But it is not always
the woman who is sacrificed. Twenty years ago, when I walked
out of the doll's house, I saw only my own side of the question."
"You are not going to admit that you were wrong, are you?"
said Krogstad hastily, with a curious air of disappointment.
"No," replied Nora placidly; "but I did not see that the man
must walk out of the doll's house as well as the woman. That
evening, after the ball and the tarantella, I had only had my eyes
open for five minutes; and naturally I noticed nothing but the
overpowering fact that I was only Torvald Js plaything. Now I
hayejiad my eyes .open, for twenty years, during which I have
peeped into a great many doll's houses; and I have found that
the dolls are not all female. Take your home, for instance! You
know that if you had any pluck, Krogstad, you would walk put,
and be no longer her puppet, but the captain of your own soul,
as. some Engjjgkppetsays. She does to you what Torvald did to
me: she forces you to do what she thinks is right and becoming
for a bank director and a mayor, just as Torvald forced me to do
what he thought was right and becoming for the lady wife of a
respectable bank manager. I felt that I could find something
higher for myself; and I came out and found it."
"And V said Krogstad, "do not feel that I could find anything
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